THE RINGWOOD, BOURNEMOUTH AND CHRISTCHURCH RAILWAY.
C.T. Sept. 5, 1856
A numerous and most influential meeting, called by the Mayor, was held at the Town Hall on
Wednesday, to consider the desirableness, and best means of supporting this project. The Hall was crowded
with the respectable inhabitants of the Town, and a large number of gentlemen residing in the
neighbourhood were present. The Earl of Malmesbury arrived after the proceedings of the meeting had
commenced, having been detained by an accident to one of his horses. After waiting a short time in
expectation of his Lordship's arrival, the Chair was taken by the Mayor, Mr. W. Ferrey, on the motion of
Mr. W. W. Farr.
The CHAIRMAN read the notice calling the present meeting, and requested Mr. Townsend to explain the
object for which they were then met.
Mr. TOWNSEND apologised for intruding himself upon the meeting on that occasion and wished to
explain why he did so. He had become a short time since interested in this part of the world, and had
occasion to visit it frequently; he found there was more difficulty in getting from Salisbury to this place,
than from here to London and back, and therefore he thought a railway would be a great relief to every one
in the neighbourhood. His first step was to see Lord Malmesbury, because the railway must necessarily go
through 4 or 5 miles of his Lordship's land. He saw him and met with much kindness from his Lordship who
not only promised every facility then, but afterwards walked with the Engineers over the land showing them
the best course, and promised to deal most liberally with any Company with respect to his land. Nothing was
more encouraging so far. Engineers were then sent down, with instructions to look out a line the most
convenient, and at the same time most moderate in cost. They proposed a line leaving the South-Western
Station at Ringwood down to Avon Cross-way, at which it should branch off in two divisions, one going
direct to Bourne, the other dropping down to Christchurch. Upon making enquiries however of Gentlemen
here, he found some thought it a pity the line should be divided; that there would be more inconvenience in
joining lines; and that it would be more desirable to have one long line round by Christchurch to
Bournemouth. Thereupon Engineers again examined the country, and reported upon a through-line to
Bourne by Christchurch. The length of such line would be 12½ miles, and the whole cost of construction
£100,000. The bi-fork line would be the cheaper in construction because the land through which it would go
was less valuable than that which would be traversed by a through-line, as in the latter the most valuable
land would be between the River Stour and the new Schoolroom or Chapel upon Pokesdown Hill. The next
thing to consider was the mode in which the matter should be laid before the public. In a district where
railways were not very numerous, and where the people heard that there was much uncertainty as to the
amount of expense incurred in making and completing a railway, he thought there might be some
uncertainty on the part of the people with respect to the cost of the proposed line; and then again would
come the question as to whether such a line would pay its way. He endeavoured to obviate these difficulties.
He put himself into communication with a contractor whom he well knew, and whose character was well
known, and put two propositions before him; first, that he should contract for the whole expense of
constructing the line, including the preliminary and parliamentary expenses, and the cost of plans, surveys,
engineering, conveyance of land, the erection of stations, &c. &c; and secondly, whether he would
guarantee a dividend for a certain number of years. The contractor's reply, after due deliberation, was, —
that he was prepared to tender for a single line, with room for a double line, for, £100,000 including all the
costs above mentioned, and all incidental expenses; also that he would lease and work the Railway for ten
years, and guarantee a dividend of 5 per cent, upon the £100,000 for that period; that as a security for the
completion of the line—he would invest in the names of trustees, £25,000, upon condition that he should
receive half the surplus profits above 5 per cent. (This announcement was received with much applause.)
He (Mr. Townsend) knew the Contractor was well acquainted with railways, and that he was satisfied it
would pay a good dividend; otherwise he would not undertake it. When all the traffic should be
concentrated, it would multiply to a marvellous extent. He referred to the Deeside Railway, and other short
lines as paying well. The difficulty to obtain a dividend was in the case of large lines; there was seldom any
difficulty in small ones. These calculations were of course made in contemplation of obtaining the land at its
fair value. Of this the Contractor must be assured, before taking the through-line in preference to the bi-fork
line, and the landowners are being communicated with for that purpose. Mr. Davidson (the Contractor)
would bind himself to open it within ten months of the passing of the Act. It was proposed that the shares

should be £10 each, that a deposit of 5s. per share should be paid down, and the remaining 15s. required by
Parliament to be deposited, should be paid in the month of December next.
In reply to questions asked for the information of the meeting, it was stated that the exact line to be
taken after reaching the Avon Cross-way, must be left an open question. If the line was taken that would
skirt the spur of St. Catherine's Hill, and come to Christchurch, it would pass the river Stour a little townside of the Barracks, and from thence there were three routes proposed, one would go between the properties
of Admiral Popham and Mr. Locke. Another would cross the road from Iford to Leap Hill at the back of the
new School- house. The third would cross the hollow, keeping to the north of the road from Iford to
Pokesdown, crossing it a little to the westward of the School-house. All these proposed routes met near Sir
Percy Shelley's Lodge, on the opposite side of the road. If neither of these could be accomplished the only
alternative was to have the bi-fork line branching below Avon Cross-way, the one to Bourne by Blackwater,
the other to Christchurch. The line to Bourne would then cross just above the Old Sailor, through Wood
Farm, close at the back of the house at Holdenhurst formerly occupied by Mr. Gould, close by the lane to
Great Dean, where would be a Station for the accommodation of the Holdenhurst to Throop, and Iford
residents, &c. It would then pass by Adden's Hill, through Lord Malmesbury's Heath Farm, which would be
cut through, and his Lordship said he readily gave permission.
W.D. FARR, ESQ. rose not to object to a line of Railway being made at all, but as he understood by
the Surveyor when surveying the land that one proposed line would cut through several of his fields and
divide them, and as therefore the farm of the size he alluded to would be completely spoiled, he must oppose
it.
The Engineer however assured him that he was misinformed, and that the proposed line he referred
to would go by the side of his fields, and would reduce the size of those fields somewhat, but would not
sever them.
Capt. JACKSON argued that it would be cheaper, more convenient, and in many respects to be
preferred, if a horse tram-road was made from Christchurch to Ringwood, as they had in Paris and
elsewhere.
The Engineer said there would be much expense in levelling, and widening the present Turnpike,
even if the people would prefer travelling in that way, to being propelled by a steam locomotive, which he
did not apprehend could be the ease in these days.
Admiral WALCOTT, M. P. proposed "That in the opinion of this "Meeting, the Railway now
projected from Ringwood to Christchurch " and Bournemouth is calculated to be a source of great
convenience "and advantage to the Inhabitants of those places.'' He said that as England was now completely
intersected with Railways, it would be useless to debate on the advantages of the proposed branch. That
must be obvious to all. There was little comfort in the present conveyances to the Station. The sick and
infirm could not visit us now, as they could if a railway brought them to our doors. His only wonder was
that with all the advantages the town and neighbourhood possessed, they should so long have remained in
obscurity. There could be no railway made without objections, but he hoped that those objections would be
made and if possible met, with a proper spirit, & conciliatiory manner, on all sides. No place could compete
with Mudeford as a bathing place, both for safety and comfort. The views were delightful; the cliffs behind
and the whole expanse of sea before, with shipping ever passing, made it a desirable retreat for invalids, who
generally required to have their minds employed. The roads were without a turnpike for many miles round.
Hengistbury Head kept off the west winds. The gallant Admiral referred to other advantages, and appealed
to those present whether, now that everyone was going ahead and running with the hare, they should still
continue to go the pace of the snail. He thought many would be brought down to settle, and therefore do
incalculable good to the trade of the place, independent of the convenience afforded by being brought in
such direct communication with the Metropolis, and with the West of England.
He alluded to the handsome manner in which the Earl of Malmesbury had treated the proposal. He must
however object to the fork-line. It must be brought direct through Christchurch to Bourne, or it would
comparatively be no good to them. Bournemouth must be connected immediately with Christchurch. He
enquired whether it was true that a person or persons were prepared to take a large number of shares, and
was told in reply that there was no doubt the Promoters and others would take shares, but it was important
that a local interest should be taken in the matter. In reply to another question, the Engineer said he thought
that by making arrangements, the whole call would not be required within two years. Mr. Kingdon of
Bourne, was asked what were the feelings of the inhabitants there towards the project, and said that at all
events the great majority were in favour of it, as a saving of two hours would thereby be effected for them.

Admiral Walcott concluded by assuring the meeting his belief that the value of their ten pound shares
would be brought back to them by the thereby advanced value of their houses and lands, and the increased
prosperity in trade.
Mr. G. O. ALDRIDGE seconded the resolution. He thought the town and neighbourhood had suffered
much for lack of a Railway, and had been thrown completely in the back ground. It ought not to be a drop
line. Such he thought could not be less expensive than a straight through-line. It would pass through as much
valuable land. He trusted that the project of a through-line would be liberally met on the part of those
through whose land it went, as well as by those who resided near us, and who could support it in another
way. The station would be near the town, not far above the house occupied by Mr. J. E. Holloway on the
Barrack Road. He spoke of the advantages that would accrue to the tradesmen by having a station close at
hand. He had on several occasions been compelled to send more than once to the station for goods, without
obtaining them, and had thus lost several journies. It would also do away with that bad custom of supplying
houses from Southampton and London, for the tradesmen there would be enabled to sell goods as cheaply,
as they could be supplied from those towns. They had a numerous and respectable gentry around them, and
these would increase from the advantages given by the neighbourhood; these increasing, greater trade must
be brought to the town.
The resolution was carried unanimously.
Mr.DRUITT said he had received letters from Sir George Gervis, and Sir George Pocock, approving
of the project; and he could say the same with respect to M. Ricardo, and G. Nicholson, Esquires.
Mr. ELLIOTT read a letter he had received from General Sir Hugh Rose, who would have attended the
meeting, had he not been compelled to be in Scotland. The letter stated that the writer would be very happy
to support, to the best of his power, any line of Railway which would promote the welfare of Christchurch.
He would be glad to take shares; but, as the duties of his profession might call him away at any moment, he
thought he should not be of use as a Director. A letter was also read from William Rose, Esq., expressing
sorrow that a family bereavement prevented his personal attendance, but wishing the meeting to be assured
of his anxiety to support any line that would tend to advance the interest and good of Christchurch, and its
neighbourhood, of which he had given a very strong proof by consenting to become a provisional Director,
which in other Railways he had always strongly set his face against. He should be happy to take shares in
the proposed Company. Mr. Elliott further stated, that he was authorised and instructed to do all in his power
to facilitate the promotion of the line, with respect to the sale of land, &c., belonging to this family, and in
other respects. (These announcements were received with much applause.)
Lord MALMESBURY proposed " That those present at this meeting "will use their best endeavours to
support the undertaking; and they express their earnest hope that all other inhabitants of the district, and
especially that the owners of the land through which the line will pass, will do all they can to facilitate its
accomplishment." His Lordship in moving this resolution said he was very glad to see that a great change
had taken place in the spirit of their dream. He remembered about 10 years ago with what repugnance, the
proposal to extend the line from Southampton to Dorchester, in which he took a part, was received, and the
difficulty with which it was carried out. A railway now was not the great bug-bear it used to be. There were
formerly many objections made to it as to its being a greater nuisance than an ordinary road. This was not
the fact however as there was a probability of trespasses from an ordinary road, but not from a railroad.
Objections as to the noise and smoke of the engine were of no effect now. It formerly paid some people to
promote objections, which were not really sincere. Large sums were then given for land without any reason
for the preposterous charges made. He did not mean to argue that the railway should be pushed through a
poor man's house, whose purse would not permit him to contest it in parliament; all of them would rise and
set their faces against an engineer who would do so. The great objection made by farmers was in reference
to the severance of their fields; but in this country which is intersected more than any other by hedges, lanes,
and roads, he thought these severances might be easily avoided by a clever engineer. If, as in the line
proposed, it is carried parallel and close to a road, a slice would be taken out of the fields, but there would be
no severance. The line proposed commenced at Ringwood, and would go through 3½ miles of his
Lordship's woods to which he saw no objection. It then goes through the manor of Mr. Mills who has given
his consent. Mr. Fane over whose common it would go has also given his consent. The representative of the
Rose family has also consented as to any portion of their manor. There was therefore no objecting proprietor
between Ringwood and Christchurch. The drop line might therefore be carried. But if Bournemouth was
taken round to Christchurch, they must remember that they were going two miles out of their way, and
objections might probably be made in London and elsewhere as to it being a zig-zag line. Their great, object

was to get a line from London to Christchurch; and if those capitalists who have got the money, object to the
through line, it might jeopardise the main point; and therefore he thought the question of a drop-line, should
be left to the engineers and capitalists. Personally he preferred the line going round by Christchurch as it
would save him from having a considerable portion of his property cut through. With respect to taking
shares, as there was nothing like frankness in carrying on business of this sort, he must state that he felt that
the capital of the inhabitants here, was generally invested in increasing agricultural prosperity, being an
agricultural district, and not a manufacturing or mercantile one. He therefore thought much money could
not be raised from among them. He would however impress upon those who did not wish to lay out much of
their money, that it was in their power to facilitate the scheme by assisting the engineer in giving up their
property at a fair value, and not taking unfair advantage of a public demand.
JOHN TAYLOR, Esq. seconded the resolution, stating that he would go heart and soul into the matter;
and hoped, as he believed, that it would be a great benefit to all in the district.
It was carried unanimously.
It was stated that a canvass would be made for shares; and it was suggested that the share list should
remain at Mr. Druitt’s Office, for the reception of shareholder’s names.
After a vote of thanks was given to the Mayor the meeting separated.
We have received several interesting communications upon this subject, which from want of space,
we must leave until next week

THE RINGWOOD, CHRISTCHURCH AND BOURNEMOUTH RAILWAY.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE "CHRISTCHURCH TIMES."
SIR.—I

wish, through your medium, to say a word or two to my fellow-inhabitants of Christchurch
and its neighbourhood, respecting the projected Railway from Ringwood to this town and Bournemouth.
It is possible, from what was said at the late public meeting, that the line chosen may be the loop plan; that
is, the line which divides itself at Avon into two branches, the one going directly across to Bourne, the other
dropping down to Christchurch. I want to impress upon
those interested in the welfare of Christchurch, that such a line will not do. If they want to cut off entirely
the too little intercourse that now exists between the Bournemouth residents and themselves, let them
support such a line. But if they wish to retain Bourne as an off-shoot, an off-spring, a child of theirs,—the
entire guardianship of which should have been retained by the Christchurch people, as being the original
rearers of the now fashionable watering-place,—I conjure them to give their support, only to such a line as
will connect the two places. That line which was proposed to run from Ringwood through Christchurch to
Bourne, is the only line they should in any way give their countenance to. I beg them to insist that if there is
to be any Railway, the last mentioned route should be the one; and that they
should not take shares in, or otherwise support, any other. Let them attend to my advice before it is too late,
and the mischief is done. I have good grounds for so advising. I have no selfish ends in view; no personal
interest in the matter. I am only anxious for the general
welfare of the town and neighbourhood.
Yours, &c.,
A NEAR NEIGHBOUR.
September 11, 1856.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE "CHRISTCHURCH TIMES."
SIR.—I do not like the projected line between Ringwood, Christchurch and Bournemouth. Its
expense will be little, if any more than that which would be far more convenient. Certainly if carried through
the barren wastes of the Heron Court property, its cost would be small, but its accommodation would be
equally so. If carried through the more populous side of the Avon, its convenience would be more felt, but
its cost would be augmented. By either side of the Avon, the routes from Christchurch and Bournemouth to
Ringwood, in order to reach Poole or Southampton, is absurd: in fact it is unworthy of any consideration.
Why not project and support a branch or loop line from near Beaulieu or Lymington, through near Milton,

Purewell, Iford, Bournemouth, and Parkstone to Poole. The whole length need not exceed twenty miles; and
the expense very little more from Bourne to Beaulieu, than from Bourne to Ringwood. Christchurch would
then have the direct communication either way which it ought to have; and with the old Buss once a week to
Ringwood Market, the facilities for reaching your watering places could not be excelled.
Should the above project be found workable, it would be a great satisfaction to one who is now an
occasional visitor, but was formerly
A RESIDENT.
London, 8th Sept., 1856.
THE RAILWAY.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE "CHRISTCHURCH TIMES."

SIR,—I hope that the anxiety to obtain a railroad will not cause the people here to lose sight of the
rights they possess in and over the Town Common. I understand the route, as marked out will traverse this
common for some distance. Of course if an Act of Parliament is obtained, the railway can override the
commonable rights; but then there must be an equivalent given in some shape or other, so that those who
exercise and enjoy those rights shall not in any way be prejudiced or injured. I for one shall be glad to see a
railroad formed, none more so, but then I will do all I can to see that I and my fellow commoners do not
have our privileges, our rights, passed lightly over, and pooh-poohed as of no value or consequence. It may
not be that the promoters or the contractor, will desire to injure us in any way, but then there is such a thing
as persons being kept in the dark. There is such a thing, as some of us know to our cost, as rights being lost
from want of a person to look after them. Everyone's business is nobody's. The railway company should
give a fair sum as purchase money for the portion of the common they take. This sum should be placed in
the hands of trustees for the purpose of being invested, and the annual proceeds thereof devoted to some
object or objects, charitable or otherwise, for benefiting the Inhabitants of the Old Borough. Or else they
should purchase another piece of Land which should be available to the Inhabitants in the same way as the
Common is now. Let this be perfectly understood. I apprehend that as soon as the necessary Act of
Parliament is obtained, the contractor or company will set to work obtaining the land; then will be the time
when every commoner should think it his duty to look out for himself, and see that he gets properly paid in
some way or other for giving up his land. Perhaps a meeting of the commoners then would be the best plan,
that they might understand their present position, and know what they would have to expect for the future.
I know you will admit correspondence upon subjects which affect the welfare of the Town, and
therefore make no apology, but subscribe myself
A CONSTANT READER.
Christchurch, September 23, 1856.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE " CHRISTCHURCH TIMES."
SIR,—I read your account of the meeting held at Christchurch the other day, for the purpose of

adopting measures for the bringing to your ancient Borough the great advantages of direct Railway
Communication; and, looking at the names of those who are reported as favourable to the scheme proposed,
and of those who advocated the measure, I can have no doubt how influential its friends and supporters are.
But, as one who has no personal interest in the matter, but who is delighted at the advancement of every
place in his native County, I think the promoters have overlooked in the selection they have made, a Line for
a Railway, far more advantageous for the town of Christchurch and Bournemouth; far more likely for traffic,
and consequently more profitable for Shareholders; a shorter distance from London; less expensive in
making (if £100,000 be a fair sum for cost.) and more agreeable to the government. I allude to a Coast Line
from Bournemouth to Christchurch, and on through Mudeford, Milton, Milford, to Lymington; thence, by
the new Line now in course of formation, to join the South-western at Brockenhurst. Such a Line would
open a far more favourable district, and would receive I believe much greater local support than the one now
before the public. And should the present scheme fall through, it is to be hoped, some one interested in
Bournemouth or Christchurch, will examine into the advantages of the Line as here suggested; and, if they

want support, let them try this place where I think they would find parties ready to assist in carrying out such
an undertaking.
Yours, &c.,
A. B.
Lymington, September 20, 1856.

THE RAILWAY.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE "CHRISTCHURCH TIMES."

SIR,—The line of Railway best suited, to the Interests of the Christchurch people, is a coast line to
Lymington and thence to Brockenhurst in one direction, and to Bournemouth, or Bournemouth and Poole in
the other. It will be 2 miles longer than the proposed Ringwood line, but will pass through a more populous
and richer district, and will effect a saving of distance as follows—

Between Christchurch and Southampton, or London,
Bournemouth and Southampton, or London, ......
Bournemouth, or Christchurch and Lymington, or
Isle of Wight,
Bournemouth and Christchurch, a saving over the
Bifork line of

5½ miles.
2
13
5

If carried on to Poole, there would be an extra 4½ miles of construction, but there would be a saving
in distance of 16 miles between Christchurch and Poole, and 5 miles between Poole and Southampton;
Bournemouth would have the advantage of being connected with Poole and Christchurch direct, and Poole,
Christchurch and Lymington be brought into communication. Such a line could be constructed with a single
way and furnished with rolling stock for under £7000 per mile, which would make the total cost slightly in
excess of £100,000, or if it were carried into Poole, the entire cost would be £133,000.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
H. P. STEPHENSON,
A.I.C.E.
58, Pall Mall, October 11th, 1856.
THE RAILWAY.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE "CHRISTCHURCH TIMES."

SIR,—I have read with deserved attention the communications, which have appeared in your
numbers relative to the Railway accommodation now sought for Christchurch.
A Native justly remarks, that "the convenience and prosperity of "our own Town" is "the real object
to be kept in view." Let us consider how this object may be best obtained. On what does the prosperity of
our Town mainly depend? Clearly on the influx of visitors and intending residents, who come from inland,
attracted by the beauty and healthfulness of the neighbourhood. To Wiltshire we have been particularly
indebted both for Visitors and permanent Residents, who have spent and are spending large sums amongst
us. How would a line from Brockenhurst further this object? Pretty much as increased communication
between Newcastle and Sunderland would increase the facilities for obtaining Coal in those favored
localities—it might possibly make us a few miles nearer London, but it would increase our distance from
almost all other places with which it is important to us to have easy communication.
For instance the line proposed to Ringwood gives us easy access through Wimborne over the Dorset
Central Line through Blandford into Somersetshire,—the line from Brockenhurst to Poole would render
such access difficult.

Again Salisbury is one of the most important places on the Map to Christchurch. Our present
Railway communication with it is most circuitous. Does it need a very gifted Seer to foretell that, a line once
made from Christchurch to Ringwood, one from that place to Salisbury would speedily follow. Four Lines
of Rail will within a year converge at Salisbury. Salisbury is our principal market—the headquarters of our
Bank—the residence of our Surveyor of Taxes, (perhaps we should like to get further off from him) and it
has been from very early times and still is virtually the capital of all this district. How would the
Brockenhurst and Poole Line help us to Salisbury?
It is very unlikely, that the Southampton and Dorchester Directors who now have the whole traffic of
the district would allow a new line to be opened parallel to their own for twenty miles,—that they should
invite or assist such a competition is wholly out of the question.
The Ringwood line gives promise of a substance—the Brockenhurst has scarcely a shadow.
Advocating it may deter people from supporting the Ringwood line, and impede or perhaps prevent the
formation of any line to Christchurch, but it is manifest that the Brockenhurst line will never exist. A Native
blames us for past neglect—let us beware of future remissness—by a united effort we may now obtain
Railway communication with all parts of the Kingdom. Let us not set up two stools to our own
disappointment, but all pull together to obtain this great advantage. Nothing else is wanted to make our
neighbourhood the resort of hundreds, who are in search of health and relaxation. This will fill our
Tradesmen's Pockets, & largely increase the value of our Landholders’ Estates, and amply repay all for the
present exertion and outlay necessary to carry the projected line into effect.
AN INHABITANT.
th
Christchurch, 6 November, 1856.

RINGWOOD, CHRISTCHURCH, & BOURNEMOUTH
RAILWAY.
Forming a Connection with the London and South-Western Railway at Ringwood
CAPITAL, £100,000; IN SHARES OF £10. DEPOSIT, £1.
Of which a sum of not less than 15s. per share will be returned in the event of an Act not being obtained.
Under a Guarantee of 5 per cent, and Half Surplus Profits.
The Line as proposed passes through and near to the property of the following Noblemen and
Gentlemen, who are prepared to give it their entire concurrence and support:
THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF MALMESBURY.
MAJOR GENERAL SIR HUGH HENRY ROSE.
SIR PERCY SHELLEY, BART.
SIR G. E. M. TAPPS GERYVIS, BART.
SIR GEORGE EDWARD POCOCK, BART.
REAR ADMIRAL WALCOTT, M. P.
HENRY COOMBE COMPTON, ESQ., M. P.
WILLIAM ROSE, ESQ.
JOHN TREGONWELL, ESQ.
Directors.
WILLIAM ROSE, ESQ., Bruton Street, Berkeley Square.
JOHN CHAPMAN, ESQ., Director of the Union Bank of London.
GEORGE OLIVE ALDRIDGE, ESQ., Merchant, Christchurch.
ROBERT RUSSELL NOTMAN, ESQ., 2, Leadenhall Street, London.
JAMES DRUITT, ESQ., Solicitor, Christchurch.
Bankers.
UNION BANK,

London. THE WILTS AND DORSET BANK, Christchurch. MESSRS. LEDGARD,
Ringwood.

Solicitors.
& LEE, 7, Delahay Street, London.
Local Solicitors.
R. D. SHARP, ESQ., Christchurch.
THOMAS KINGDON, ESQ., Bournemouth.
Offices.
7, Delahay Street, Westminster.
THIS RAILWAY is intended to commence by a Junction with the London and South-Western
Railway at Ringwood, and to proceed thence to Christchurch and Bournemouth.
The length is thirteen miles, and the cost will be under £ 8,000 per-mile.
The Line will accommodate not only the Borough of Christchurch, but a wealthy and very
considerable neighbourhood along the Hampshire Coast as far as Bournemouth.
Bournemouth is a place of very great resort at all seasons of the year, and owes its popularity to the
peculiar mildness and dryness of the climate, which has made it a successful rival of Torquay. Within these
few years the place has doubled in extent, and is rapidly increasing. The present route to it is most
circuitous, and involves a long road journey. The Railway will shorten the distance, in point of time, by at
least two hours.
The Directors feel confident that the Traffic will pay an ample Dividend on the small Capital
required tor the undertaking; but, to remove all doubts on that point, and on the question of the amount
required to complete the Railway, they have agreed with responsible Contractors to construct the Works, to
pay all preliminary Parliamentary and other charges, and deliver over the Line complete for Traffic,
inclusive of Land, within twelve months after the passing of the Act of Parliament, for the sum of £100,000.
The Contractors have also agreed to lease and work the Railway for ten years, and to guarantee a
dividend of five per cent. Per annum on the Capital of £100,000, and to pay to Shareholders one-half of the
surplus profits beyond such guaranteed Dividend. As a security for the due performance of these
engagements, they are to invest, in the names of Trustees, Twenty-five thousand pounds.
MESSRS. HODDINGS, TOWNSEND

Applications for Shares in the annexed form may be addressed to the respective Solicitors.
FORM OF APPLICATION.
To the Directors of the Ringwood, Christchurch and Bournemouth Railway.
Gentlemen,
I request that you will allot me…………………. Shares in the above Company, and I agree to
accept the same or any less number that may be allotted to me, to pay the deposit thereon, and to
sign the Parliamentary Contract when required to do so.
Name in full……………………
Designation…………………….
Residence………………………
Date…………………………….

OUR RAILWAY.
Our readers will perceive by an advertisement which appears in the columns of our present number, and
by the handbills posted in the town, that a requisition most respectably signed has been made to the Mayor
to call a meeting of the Inhabitants of Christchurch and its neighbourhood, to "adopt such means as shall
seem most advisable for promoting the intended Railway from Ringwood to Christchurch." In pursuance of
such requisition the Mayor has appointed Wednesday next at 2, p. m., for the holding of such meeting. We
need not remind our readers that the numerously & influentially attended meeting in September, when the
desirableness of this Railway was discussed, and the proposed plan laid down, it was unanimously resolved,
that in the opinion of that meeting the Railway as projected was calculated to be a source of great
convenience and advantage to the Inhabitants of Ringwood, Christchurch, and Bournemouth; and also, that
those present at such meeting, on the proposition of Lord Malmesbury, seconded by John Taylor, Esq.,
pledged themselves to use their best endeavours to support the undertaking, and expressed their earnest hope

that all other inhabitants of the district, and especially the owners of the land through which the line would
pass, would do all they could to facilitate its accomplishment. The plans and sections of the Railway have
since been deposited at the Board of Trade, House of Lords, and House of Commons. Duplicate plans and
sections, showing the lines and levels thereof, together with a book of reference to such plans, containing
the names of the owners and occupiers of every property through which the intended line will pass, can also
be inspected at the residence of Mr. Lemmon, Parish Clerk; and also at the houses of the respective Parish
Clerks of Sopley and Ringwood. Now is the time for the Inhabitants to carry out the resolutions made at
the last public meeting, by mustering in large numbers at the meeting next Wednesday, and all joining in
carrying out its object, viz, the promotion of the undertaking which has already been commenced. "Its
desirability, nay necessity, has been before pointed out, and agreed upon by every one. We believe some of
the Directors will be present at the meeting to give any information that may be required.

OUR RAILWAY.
C.T. August 2, 1862.
At last there appears to be some chance of our Railway becoming something real, and not as hitherto
thought something shadowy. On Wednesday the shrill whistle of a Railway Engine was heard throughout
the town, and on going to what is called " our terminus," we found that a leviathan engine appropriately
called "Spitfire" had brought a second class carriage and some luggage trucks from Ringwood. Some of the
employes of the Contractors were in the carriage. This trip was, we understand, preparatory to the visit of
the Inspector from the Board of Trade, whose duty it will be to examine carefully every part of the line
before general traffic is allowed thereon. "We understand the line will be opened for passenger traffic about
the 15th instant. That it will be a great convenience to the inhabitants of the town generally we have not the
slightest doubt, that it will pay the shareholders, time will prove. We have heard of shares being already
enquired for.
SOUTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.

We are very glad to find that third-class passengers will now be enabled to
start from Christchurch by the nine o'clock Omnibus, and reach London by half-past two o'clock, instead of
at a quarter before five as heretofore. The difference is caused by a new arrangement by which third-class
carriages from below our station are taken on direct to London, instead of being kept at Southampton as
formerly. This will be a great boon.

OUR RAILWAY.
C.T. August 23, 1862
We believe we can now answer the numerous enquiries made of us as to the opening of our Railway with
something like certainty. The Government Inspector will make his examination of the whole line, permanent
way, stations, fencing and all next Thursday. If he is satisfied with such inspection and "passes" the line, it
will be open for general traffic on the following Monday, September 1st. We shall no doubt be enabled to
announce in our next the arrangements made by the South-Western Railway Company as to the times trains
will run. We are truly glad we are arriving now at so near a consummation of our wishes; that we shall soon
be enabled to run over to Ringwood very cheaply and very expeditiously; and that we shall save
considerable time in our travelling to " Town." We have also had some few enquiries made of us, as to
whether any demonstration will be made on the opening of the line. We are not quite certain about this. If
the Directors, Contractors, and those who have been engaged in the promotion of the undertaking, and
construction of the line, will invite the townsmen to an experimental and triumphant trip to Ringwood and
back, and will afterwards give a jolly spread served up at Newlyn's with the hostess's well known skill and
taste, we have no doubt many will be found who would give themselves a half-holiday on the occasion. But

on feeling the pulses of many as to whether a town demonstration should be got up by the townsmen
themselves, we find these pulses very slow, and we therefore suppose the line will be opened quietly as in
the case of the Lymington branch. If the Directors do intend acting as we have hinted, no doubt due notice
will be given. We suspect that the townspeople themselves would prefer joining in a demonstration of
delight, joy, and triumph, when a good dividend is declared on their shares. We will therefore wait.

OUR RAILWAY.
C.T. August 30, 1862
The line has been inspected by the Government officials On Wednesday Col. Yolland the Inspector,
carefully examined the whole of the line. He was accompanied by Archibald Scott, Esq., Traffic Manager
for the London and South-Western Company, and some others. A capital luncheon was prepared in the
waiting rooms of the Station by Mr Newlyn of the King's Arms, and partaken of by the Officials,
Contractors, and others.

OUR RAILWAY.
C.T. September 6, 1862
Our friends were somewhat disappointed we find that we said nothing whatever last week about the
opening of our Railway although we mentioned that the Government Inspection had taken place. The simple
reason why we said nothing was that we did not know, and after diligent enquiry we came to the conclusion
that nobody knew. Reports have been flying about the town of a varied character with respect to the result of
the Inspection. We have heard that the rails have to be taken up in some places, and that so many alterations
and amendments have to be made as must delay the opening of the line for traffic for at least three months.
Now we believe that none of these reports have any truth whatever in them. It is true that in one spot it was
considered necessary to make some alteration in the ballast in consequence of the shifting sandy soil, but in
all other respects we believe we are right in saying that the Inspector considered it was as good a line of
railway as any he had traversed. The train bearing the Government Engineer returned to Ringwood at the
rate of 45 miles an hour. We understand that the real reason the branch line is not yet opened is because the
South-Western Railway Company—who will work the branch—have not yet completed their arrangements
as to traffic, &c. Let our readers have a little more patience, and believe not in any reports that they may
hear flying about them; as well believe in reports that have been circulated, we understand, with reference to
a probability of the " Christchurch Times" being given up,—a most preposterous idea !
Speaking of our Railway we were amused on hearing that the Traffic Manager and others, who came no
farther than the Station, where they lunched, returned on their homeward way wondering where our Town
was, and where the traffic was to come from. We are not surprised at this considering the locality of the
Station, and the present state of its neighbourhood.

RINGWOOD, CHRISTCHURCH, and BOURNEMOUTH RAILWAY.
C.T. November 15, 1862
(Extension to Bournemouth—Arrangements with the London and South-Western railway Company—Money
Powers—Amendment of Acts.)

N

OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that application is intended to be made to Parliament in the ensuing
Session, for leave to bring in a Bill to empower the Ringwood, Christchurch, and Bournemouth
Railway Company, (hereinafter called "The Company,") to make and maintain a Railway,

commencing in the parish of Christchurch and County of Southampton, by a Junction with the existing
Railway of the Company at its terminus there, and terminating in the parish of Holdenhurst, in the County of
Southampton, in or near a Brickfield belonging to Sir George Elliott Meyrick Tapps Gervis, Baronet, and
occupied by James Thornton, lying on the South-east side of, and adjoining to the road from Bournemouth
to Holdenhurst, together with all proper and convenient Approaches, Stations, and other Works connected
therewith, (which said intended Railway and Works will be wholly in the said Parishes of Christchurch and
Holdenhurst.)
AND it is intended by the said Bill to confer upon the Company all necessary powers for effecting
the purposes following, that is to say:—
To deviate laterally from the lines of the intended works to the extent shown on the plans, and also
to deviate vertically from the levels as shown on the Sections, hereinafter mentioned.
To cross, stop up, alter, or divert, for the purposes of the Bill, and either temporarily or permanently,
roads, ways, streets, railways, tramways, telegraphs, canals, aqueducts, streams, rivers, bridges, sewers,
drains, ways, and watercourses, within or adjoining to the aforesaid parishes, or either of them.
To purchase by compulsion and by agreement, lands, houses, and hereditaments, for the purposes of
the intended Bill, and to vary or extinguish any rights or privileges connected with such lands, houses, and
hereditaments.
To levy tolls, rates, and duties upon, or in respect of the said intended Railway and Works; to alter
the tolls which the Company are authorised to take on their authorised line, and to confer, vary, or
extinguish exemptions from the payment of such tolls, rates, and duties.
To apply to the purposes of the Bill the Corporate funds the Company; and to raise further money for
the purposes aforesaid, by borrowing, and by the creation of new shares and stock in the Company, in one or
more classes, and with or without a preference or priority of interest or dividend, and other special
privileges, and either as a separate capital, or as part of the general capital, and to confer, vary, or extinguish
other rights and privileges.
To extend to the proposed Railway and Works, and the traffic therein, the powers by the "Ringwood,
Christchurch and Bournemouth Railway Act, 1859", given to the Company, and the London and
South-Western Railway Company, of making contracts and arrangements with respect to the user and
working of the Railway, the providing of plant, stock, and servants, the conduct and regulation of the traffic,
the fixing, collection, division, apportionment, and application of tolls, rates and charges, the compensation
to be made by either Company to the other of them, and any other matters in connection with such working
and to give to the Company and the London and South-Western Railway Company, further powers with
regard to such contracts and arrangements.
To amend for the purposes of the Bill the "Ringwood, Christchurch, and Bournemouth Railway Act,
1859", and the local and personal Acts, 4 and 5, Wm. 4, cap. 88; 1 Vict. cap. 71; 1 and 2 Vict. cap. 27; 2 and
3 Vict. cap. 28; 4 and 5 Vict. caps. 1 and 39 , 7 and 8 Vict. caps. 5, 63 and 86; 8 and 9 Vict. caps. 86, 88,
93, 107, 121, 165, 185 and 199; 9 and 10 Vict. caps. 129, 131, 173, 174, 175, 252, 355, 370, and 391; 10
and 11 Vict. caps. 57, 58, 88, 96, 97, 115, 145, 167, 243, 244, 249, 273 and 297; 11 and 12 Vict. caps. 75,
85, 87, 89, 125 and 157; 51 Geo. 3, cap 196; 12 and 13 Vict. caps. 33 and 34; 13 and 14 Vict. cap. 24; 14
and 15 Vict. cap. 83; 16 and 17 Vict. caps. 99 and 164; 17 and 18 Vict. caps. 186 and 208; 18 and 19 Vict.
caps. 177 and 188; 19 and 20 Vict. cap. 120; 20 and 21 Vict. caps. 18, 72, 121 and 136; 21 and 22 Vict.
caps. 56, 58, 67, 89 and 101; 22 Vict. cap. 3; 22 and 23 Vict. caps. 31,44,81,95 and 134; 23 and 24 Vict.
caps. 92, 103, 124, 158 and 185; 24 and 25 Vict. caps. 111, 220, and 234; and 25 and 26 Vict. caps. 42,
143, 152 and 165, relating to the London and South-Western Railway Company.
AND NOTICE is hereby further given, that on or before the 29th day of November instant, plans and
sections of the intended Railway and Works, together with a Book of Reference to such plans, a published
map with line of the intended Railway delineated thereon, and a Copy of this Notice as published in the

“London Gazette,” will be deposited for public inspection with the Clerk of the Peace for the County of
Southampton, at his Office, at Winchester, in that County: and that on or before the said 29th day of
November, a Copy of so much of the said plans, sections, and book of reference, as relates to each of the
said parishes of Christchurch and Holdenhurst with a copy of this Notice as published in the "London
Gazette", will be deposited for public inspection, with the Parish Clerk of each such Parish at his residence,
and that on or before the 23rd day of December next, printed copies of the intended Bill will be deposited at
the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons.
Dated this 10th day of November, 1862.

Ringwood, Christchurch and Bournemouth
RAILWAY

Notice

O

N and after MONDAY, November 17, 1862, an OMNIBUS will leave the Post Office Letter Box,
MUDEFORD, at 9 a.m., to take Passengers to the Christchurch Station for the 9.30 Train, and from
PUREWELL CROSS. 20 minutes before the departure of the 1.20 and 5.30 Trains.
All the OMNIBUSES to Christchurch Road Station ARE DISCONTINUED.
King's Arms Hotel, Christchurch, Nov. 14, 1862

