Plan foreshadows the growth at Purewell
Christchurch Herald September 27, 1968

The Purewell Plan published by the county planners this week foreshadows a big rise in the
population, with new housing estates in both the north and south of the area, a new dual-carriage
road, a large car park, a new school, and the possible stopping-up of Purewell at one end.
The council depot would be transferred from Stanpit to Stony-lane at the junction with
Christchurch by-pass, and the northern part of Stanpit Marsh given over to recreational uses.
The plan says the area suffers at present from a mixture of incompatible land uses and large
volumes of traffic using Purewell. The proposed policies were intended to improve the environment
and character and determine the future use of land adjacent to the built-up area.

LIKELY TO RISE
In 1964 over 11,000 vehicles a day were passing through Purewell, and this volume was
likely to rise to 28,000 by 1981.
A new road was envisaged, running from Purewell Cross across the meadows west of
Burton-road to Christchurch by-pass at Stony-lane roundabout.
The traffic management of Purewell would be carried out in phases. First, traffic lights
would be installed at the present junctions, followed by traffic lights at the Sandown-road junction,
which would be improved.
The new road, eventually a dual-carriageway, would be constructed and then later realigned
at the Purewell Cross end to bypass the present junction. The traffic lights would be moved and
linked to those at Sandown-road.
If it proved necessary a link road would be built from Purewell northwards to the new road
giving access to a new car park, and Purewell at the Purewell Cross end would be stopped up.
Sandown-road, leading to Mudeford-lane, would be improved, and Stony-lane south would
be widened and its junction with Bridge-street improved. Queens-road would be stopped-up at the
Mudeford-lane end.
New residential development was proposed on the meadows north of the new road as far as
the by-pass after 1981, to include an infants' school and an open space to replace the Scotts Hilllane recreation centre.
There would possibly be a link between the new road and a point about halfway along
Burton-road serving the Somerford Estate.
No additional shops would be permitted in Bridge-street, Purewell, or Stanpit. A small
extension would be allowed to the Stony-lane industrial site to give existing premises more room.
Industrial firms in Purewell would be encouraged to move to land set aside for this purpose
on Christchurch Airfield. Where practical, undesirable industrial uses rights would be discontinued.
YACHT BASIN
There was no objection to the construction of a yacht basin between the River Avon and
Little Avon, provided satisfactory access could be obtained and adequate car parking space
provided.
The holiday caravan site at the junction of the Avon and the Stour would be permitted to
remain subject to satisfactory siting and screening.
The plan deals with the conservation and planting of trees in a number of places and says the
water meadows fringing the River Avon were of high amenity value and should be kept open.
There was an area of visual merit in Bridge-street, including buildings of architectural or
historic interest, but there was scope for improvement, particularly on the south side.
The new residential development of about 75 acres would be at a density of not less than 12
dwellings to the acre in line with the town map. The population would go up from about 950 to
3,650.
LITTLE DEMOLITION
At a press conference on Tuesday the planners said very little demolition of buildings was
required in the plan. The only point where the county council's views differed from those of
Christchurch town council was that the latter were not convinced that Purewell should be closed up
entirely.
The plan is non-statutory and does not require the approval of the Minister of Housing and
Local Government,
There will be a public meeting at the town hall to discuss the plan on October 29, and
objections and comments have to be in by November 30.

Now county reveals Purewell blueprint
Christchurch Herald November 1, 1968
Hampshire County Council has decided not to include a one-way traffic system in its
blueprint for Purewell.
This would have involved Sandown and Queens-roads and Stanpit.
Instead it has agreed to Christchurch town council's suggestion of traffic lights at the busy
Purewell crossroads.
This was revealed at a public meeting in the Town Hall on Tuesday at which the county
explained details of the draft policy plan for Purewell. Answering questions were Mr. Robert
Stoddart, deputy county planning officer, and Mr. B. Furniss, principle planning officer.
News about the one-way system and the traffic lights was revealed by Coun. John Morgan,
chairman of Christchurch planning committee, who said the plan had already been criticised in the
general purposes committee of the Town Council.
Until now these plans had been confidential but he was able to mention that one or two had
been accepted by the county.
The borough council, he said, considered the one-way system rather clumsy and probably
difficult to maintain.
Development
The council would like to see the development of land adjoining the by-pass well before
1981, the year suggested by the county.
It also did not agree with the county on the lack of shopping facilities.
At the same time the council felt its opinion on this point should be reserved until it got the
long awaited town centre redevelopment plan.
The council was anxious that recreation grounds were not lost and was particularly
concerned about Scotts Hill-lane ground.
The draft plan proposes residential development on the meadows north of the proposed new
link road with the by-pass after 1981, to include an infants school and an open space to replace the
Scotts Hill-lane recreation centre.
Mr. Furniss outlined the traffic proposals. The first stage was to leave the roads exactly as
they are but with traffic light at Purewell Cross.
Next stage was to develop Sandown-road as a local distributor road with the traffic lights
still at Purewell Cross and lights also at Sandown-road junction with Somerford-road plus an
improved junction.
Third stage was the construction of the new road to the by-pass roundabout at Stony-lane,
keeping the traffic lights a Purewell-cross and extending this junction to fit in with the new road.
The Sandown-road traffic lights would remain.
Clean sweep
Next stage would be the realignment of the new road at Purewell to get a clean sweep into
Somerford-road. The traffic lights would be retained at the two points. The existing car park would
be lost but replaced with access from Purewell to the new road.
The last stage was to close Purewell to though traffic and have a pedestrian area where local
shopping could be carried out in comfort and pleasant surroundings.
This final stage had a mixed reception from the meeting. One speaker said it was a good

idea but another feared it would be detrimental to traders.
An industrialist wanted to know when the relocation of industry would take place.
Mr. Stoddart said this would be when existing industrialists found they hadn't got within
their ownership sufficient land for expansion on their present sites or when the local planning
authority didn't feel that existing land should be used for industrial purposes.
The new date by which objections or comments on the draft plan have now to be in was
given at the meeting as December 15 instead of the end of November.

TRADERS WILL FIGHT CLOSING OF
PUREWELL
Christchurch Herald November 8, 1968
Hampshire County Council's proposal to close Purewell to through traffic has come up
against strong opposition from traders in Christchurch. The suggestion to close the road at its
eastern end is made in the county's draft policy plan for the Purewell area and the closure is the last
stage of a five-stage plan to deal with traffic.
Christchurch and Chamber of Trade executive committee decided on Monday to recommend
the traders at their general meeting a week on Monday to object to the closure of Purewell at any
stage of the future traffic proposals.
Alderman K. L. Smith, secretary of the Chamber, said the executive felt that the closure
would be detrimental to shopkeepers in Purewell and it would leave them "high and dry."
SHOPS SUGGESTION
The proposed new link road from Purewell Cross to the by-pass would divert a great deal of
traffic from Purewell and to close it to through traffic would make matters even worse for the
traders.
Another point which the executive discussed was the county's suggestion that any
additional shops in Purewell might lead to a "declining standard of service."
The county considers that in view of the large number of existing shops there appears to be
adequate local shopping provision to serve a considerably increased population.
The Chamber's executive decided that this matter should be put before the general meeting
for the comments of the Purewell traders.

PUREWELL'S GLORY
Christchurch Herald November 22, 1968
Coun. Tom Staniforth on Monday evening said he saw the Purewell area of Christchurch in
the future restored to its "former glory."
He was speaking during a town council general purposes, committee debate on Hampshire
county council's draft policy plan for Purewell.
Purewell was seen by Coun. Charles Horsford as an even better shopping precinct than
Christchurch in the future.
But the county's plan states that there appears to be adequate local shopping provision
already to serve a considerably increased population.

The county also proposes that the eastern end of Purewell should be closed to traffic. This
was where the town council disagreed with the county. And it was decided on Monday to ask the
county to delete the closure of Purewell from the plan.
CHANCE TO IMPROVE
It was also agreed by members that the council should make it clear to the county that the
Purewell shopkeepers should have the opportunity of improving their premises for the benefit of
themselves and the community.
The county has suggested that land to the north of Purewell adjoining the by-pass and the
new link road should not be released for development until after 1981.
But the council decided to ask for its release when required.

