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IF illness had not intervened, Dr. Ernest
William Deane, M.A., M.B., B.Ch.,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., J.P., of The Chart
House, Mudeford, might now have been
engaged in a political career.
He has been interested in politics since
youth, and when he was selected as
prospective Conservative and National
Liberal candidate for the Itchen Division of
Southampton in 1953 he strongly believed
he had "something to say" and a mission to
fulfil in the political field.
But in September of that year he had to
tender his resignation to the constituency
because of ill-health. He had been ill for
some time and had to face a long period of
enforced rest to recover his strength.
During his short term as a prospective candidate, Dr. Bill Deane became well known to
many Southampton workmen for he held many lunchtime open air meetings in factory yards.
"My only claim to fame," he recalls, "is that I had some real eggs thrown at me at one
of my open air meetings! It was at Vickers' shipyard at Woolston where I used to go every
Friday morning and hold a meeting outside the factory gates. The fun was fast and furious.
''On that particular day I had become involved in a violent argument with a bunch of
Communist sympathisers who finally threw the eggs. They all missed!
''The funny thing about the incident was that the eggs came from a shop front belonging to
a Southampton Socialist City Councillor!''
In retrospect, he feels he made the right decision when he did not seek to pursue his political
ambitions.
CHAIRMAN.
Dr. Deane has been chairman of Bournemouth East and Christchurch Divisional
Conservative Association and the Christchurch branch committee and has also held office in the
Young Conservatives.
Ever since he could toddle he has had a yearning for open air sport. Horse riding, rowing,
rugby, sailing and car racing have all taken his fancy.
He went horse riding as a young boy, rowing and rugby while at Cambridge and his
interest in sailing developed after service in the Royal Navy. He became interested in car rallies
about six years ago and his achievements in this field have gradually increased.
Dr. Deane has always had a ''flair'' for car racing but it was not until 1950 when he
bought a Sunbeam Talbot that he seriously thought about entering the competitive sport. He
was encouraged to enter rallies by Mr. George Hartwell, of Bournemouth, and his first event
was the West Hants Car Club's ''Moonfleet'' rally.
''We managed to finish in this event but did not cover ourselves with any glory at all. But
we enjoyed it and it was sufficient to start us off.''
In 953 he took part in the Daily Express international rally and the following year drove in
the Alpine rally, his first Continental event, with the Sunbeam works team, as co-driver to George
Hartwell, who "has taught me almost all I know about rallying".

Among the many other events in which he has competed are the R.A.C. rallies, the "Viking"
in Norway, the "Tulip" in Holland and the famous Monte Carlo event earlier this year.
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP.
With co-driver Peter Harper he is to enter the Alpine rally in July and both are now in the
running for the European Championship which, he believes, has never been won by a British
car or driver. "This is our one ambition at the moment, and we are aiming at as many qualifying
events as possible in an attempt to bring the championship home." At present they are lying
second, and on June 9 are to take part in the ''Rally to the midnight sun" in Sweden with the
Sunbeam team.
During some of the rallies, competitors have to face many hazards. Ice, snow and fog are
the main dangers, not to mention speeds of between 80 to 90 m.p.h.
But Dr. Deane enjoys every minute of it. "I get a great kick out of every event." In some
rallies he has barely an hour's sleep in four days but "after a good night's sleep I feel twice the man".
At the age of nine, he became a member of Christchurch Sailing Club and has since
held the position of Rear Commodore. He is one of the founder-members of the Merlin
Dinghy Class and in 1948 sailed in the Olympic trials at Seaview, Isle of Wight, in the Swallow
Class.
At one time he owned a five-tonner named "Searigs" and with her he won the Poole
Yachting Week in 1950. Other sailing achievements have been many.
Dr. Deane was born in Bedfordshire in 1918 but came to Christchurch 12 months later when
his father, Dr. N. S. Deane, started practice in Avenue Road.
He was educated at Sherborne and Caius College, Cambridge, and did his training in the
London Hospital where he was at one time house surgeon and house physician.
During the war he served as a Surgeon-Lieut, in the R.N.V.R., and saw service in the
Mediterranean, Malta, and Italy.
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.
A Justice of the Peace for Hampshire, he sits on the Christchurch Bench and is also a
member of the Juvenile Panel. He has always taken a keen interest in youth movements and is a
former president of the Fairmile Amateur Boxing Club.
He is a founder-member of Christchurch Rotary Club, president of the Christchurch branch
of the British Legion Club, on the Management and House committees of the British Red Cross
Children's Home at Mudeford, and is a member of the Christchurch Old People's Welfare and
Housing Society Executive.
Dr. Deane was married in 1944 to Miss Violet Houston, of Surrey, a former nurse at St.
Thomas's hospital. They have two children, Susan, aged 12, and Peter, aged eight.
Dr. and Mrs. Deane moved to The Chart House in 1946 when he joined his father as a
general practitioner.
Is there a doctor in the house? Dr. Deane very rarely goes to the theatre but during his car
racing he has answered the call on two occasions. "One cannot get away from one's work, not even
on rallies!"

