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By Carl Whiteley
CANON Robert Peel Price, M.A., the bachelor Vicar of
Christchurch, is a man of character and clear understanding.
He is a man with a capacity for labour, a great leader and an
example for all to follow. It was, indeed, a great day for the
church in Christchurch and the town in general when, in
November, 1945, he was instituted Vicar.
Son of a solicitor, Canon Price was born in Llanmartin, a small village
in Monmouthshire, but spent most of his childhood in Carmarthen. He
attended a preparatory school at Swanage and later continued his
education at Dover College and Wadham College, Oxford.
He had no boyhood ambitions to join the ministry, although two
uncles were both parsons in Wales. His leaning towards the Church
came gradually and it was after a few years' work as a schoolteacher
that he decided his vocation was the Church.
ORDAINED.
Trained at Wells Theological College in 1930, he was ordained at the
end of that year by the Bishop of Southwark, Dr. Garbett, who later
became Archbishop of York. His first curacy was in the parish of
Wimbledon where he stayed for three years.
Canon Price then became assistant curate at St. Martin's, Bristol,
where he spent six years in a vigorous and busy industrial parish. It was here that he pioneered
youth work and founded a Youth Fellowship and Junior Church Council. Vicar of the parish was the
Rev. R. H. S. Gobbitt—"I learnt a very great deal through being with him".
From Bristol, he returned to South London to the parish of Cheam where he took charge of a
new housing estate and its church hall. Here again, he undertook a tremendous amount of pioneer
work.
The Canon's return to London coincided with the beginning of the war and he
experienced a great deal of bombing. "We had very narrow escapes with the church on
several occasions but it was never damaged."
He will always remember the Sunday of the Battle of Britain. "We had started a children's
service in the morning but it became rather fierce overhead so we took the children into a shelter
and continued the service there."
On another occasion he was preparing for morning service when several bombs fell quite
close to the church. "I had quite given up hope of anyone turning up when two old ladies arrived
looking rather dusty and dishevelled. 'Sorry we are late for church,' they said. 'We had to lie down in
the road.' So we held the service for the two old ladies."
During that period the parish was very short-staffed and frequently he had to carry
out the duties of verger, play the organ as well as conduct the service.
Under the Canon's leadership, his church did great work for bombed-out people, finding
homes and clothing for them.
Christmas Day, 1941, will also long remain in his memory. "I took a service for the A.R.P.
workers in the local swimming baths which was their headquarters The singing echoed round the
building.''
Canon Price left Cheam in March, 1942, and came to Bournemouth where "I had the
privilege of serving under Canon Hedley Burrows, who was then Vicar of Bournemouth, and a

great leader".
He took charge of St. Swithun's in the parish of St. Peter's. "This was rather unusual and
interesting work because at that time we had troops in the parish and evacuees of every kind. I
specially remember our work with the Australian and New Zealand Air Forces."
Special services were held for them every Sunday arid social evenings were organised.
Canon Price also assisted in the running of the Queen's Services Club at the Lansdowne and was
also Hon. Chaplain to all three services in Bournemouth.
During his ministry in Bournemouth he had charge of the whole parish for a time after the
death of the Rev. Norman Boyd and it was during this period that the Mayor of Bournemouth, who
was Ald. Harry Brown, invited him to be his chaplain.
APPOINTED CANON.
Canon Price then came to Christchurch where during the early part of his ministry he opened
an appeal for the re-building of the organ and pioneered the building of St. Mary's, Somerford. The
organ appeal realised about £7,000.
He was appointed an Hon. Canon of Winchester towards the end of 1950.
The Canon has a great interest in all the organisations and associations in the town. He
plays his full part, offers his advice and guidance and gives the full benefit of his long
experience.
He is founder president of the Rotary Club and shortly after coming to Christchurch
attended a meeting at the Town Hall to discuss the provision of homes for elderly people.
From this meeting emerged the Old People's Welfare and Housing Association, well known
for its work in the borough. "The great moving spirit in this association." said Canon Price, "is
County Coun. S. Kermode."
Canon Price looks back "with great privilege" at being Mayor's Chaplain to ex-Ald. Galton,
Ald. Slinn, Coun. Mrs. E. M. Wallis Power and Ald. K. H. Ashcroft. He is Hon. Chaplain to the
British Legion—"which I appreciate very much"—and Chaplain to Christchurch hospital which he
considers is very important work.
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES.
To "promote fellowship among the different Christian churches in the town" the Canon
formed Christchurch Council of Churches and was joint chairman with the Rev. George Musgrave,
a former minister of the Congregational Church.
In connection with the Council of Churches, his outstanding memory is that of the
searchlight pageant to mark the Festival of Britain. This was called "The Gladdening Light".
Canon Price feels the Council of Churches is a movement to be fostered in every way
possible.
Particularly interested in the town's schools, he is chairman of the managers of the Priory
school and a manager of the Twynham and Somerford Secondary schools.
Canon Price has never had any particular hobby. "I find my work occupies all my energy
and attention, therefore I have very little time for hobbies."
But since receiving a radiogram in 1956, a gift from his parishioners to mark the 25th
anniversary of his ordination as a priest, he has taken a "mild" interest in the collection of records.
"I have a very wide choice in music. I am interested in traditional jazz." Such names as
Wilbur de Paris, Art Tatum, Teddy Wilson, Errol Garner and Jelly Roll Morton flowed from his
lips. "But not Elvis Presley—he is not really jazz in any case."
For a relaxing mood, the Canon selects Mozart or Beethoven. Reading? He enjoys
detective novels.
Canon Price is a distant nephew of Sir Robert Peel, but he was not particularly named after
Sir Robert. Peel was the family name. The Canon's brother, Mr. C. L. Price, is a well-known civil

engineer and has recently been engaged on the new power station at Marchwood.

CHAPLAIN TO THE QUEEN.
Aged 55, Canon Price was appointed an Hon. Chaplain to the Queen last year and he
preached at the Chapel Royal, St. James's, last December.
It would be difficult to imagine our beautiful Priory without Canon Price. He is part of a
great tradition to which he himself has added many qualities.

